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Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus)

NIAS MONTHLY
PROGRAMS

With dark gray upperparts and a neat white tip to the tail, the Eastern Kingbird looks
like it’s wearing a business suit. Eastern Kingbirds breed in open habitats such as yards,
fields, pastures, grasslands, or wetlands, and are especially abundant in open places
along forest edges or water. They spend winters in South American forests, where
they eat mainly fruit.

Join us the first Tuesday of every
month, September through May.
All of our programs are open to
the public.

OCTOBER PROGRAM
A WILDERNESS ICON:
UTAH’S RED ROCK CANYONLANDS

Most programs are held at the St
John United Church of Christ,
1010 Park Blvd., in Freeport.
Most programs begin at 7 PM
with announcements, followed
by the program at 7:30 and then
refreshments.
Check the current newsletter or
our website (nwilaudubon.org)
for specific monthly details,
special events or any changes to
the usual time and place.
Please join us!

INSIDE THIS
NEWSLETTER:
2. Calendar Considerations
3. Field Trips
4. NIAS President Tweet,
Big Bend Trip
Fall Seed Collecting,
5. Conservation Committee 		
Time to Plug-in
6. REAL Recycling
7. Thank You!

7:00 PM Tuesday, October 2nd
St. John United Church of Christ
1010 Park Blvd. Freeport
America’s wild public lands are a proud part of the national
heritage. Sadly, they are under attack with the current administration initiating the largest rollback of conservation protections
in our country’s history. The current administration is seeking to repeal and replace the Bears Ears and Grand Staircase Escalante
National Monuments and reverse the steady progress towards protecting the largest unprotected wilderness area in the lower 48
states.
“A Wilderness Icon” includes a multi-media slideshow documenting citizen efforts to conserve public lands in southern Utah’s
spectacular canyon country. This 15-minute journey through red rock splendor, narrated by Robert Redford, invigorates and
motivates viewers to participate in the movement to protect these unique lands. The protection effort’s history and current events
will be covered by Clayton Daughenbaugh, conservation organizer with the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance.
Join us for a thought provoking update on the precious wilderness icon.
Contact Teresa at 815-238-3963 if you have questions about this program,

NOTE: THE
NOVEMBER PROGRAM
WILL BE HELD ON A MONDAY
DUE TO OUR MEETING
LOCATION BEING USED AS A
POLLING PLACE
ON TUESDAY.

NOVEMBER PROGRAM
“CHASING THE BIRD DREAM”
BY JON STRAVERS
7:00 PM Monday, November 5th
St. John United Church of Christ,
1010 Park Blvd. Freeport

The beauty of birds can inspire us, delight us, and ignite our dreams.
After 40 years of working in the bird conservation world on a variety of monitoring, inventorying and research projects, Jon Stravers
brings a unique perspective on how birds can unite us, teach us, and bring out the spiritual aspects of our own existence.
Jon will present information that involved tracking Red-shouldered Hawks year after year through the swampy forests in the
Driftless Region, and monitoring autumn raptor migration at various points along the Upper Mississippi River and along prominent
raptor migration flyways in the inter-mountain regions of the Western United States.
During the last twelve years, the singing trill of the Cerulean Warbler has been at the forefront of Jon’s work. Jon will share surprising
information regarding concentrations of Ceruleans in the Sny Magill Complex along the Mississippi River and in the Paint Creek
Unit of Yellow River State Forest in Northeast Iowa. This local concentration was an important element when the National Audubon
Society and Birdlife International designated the Bird Conservation Area in Northeast as being “globally significant.”
More specifically, Jon feels that chasing these bird dreams is a sacred journey and that the search for the birds we love can bring us
in touch with an inner spirit that connects us over and over again to the source of life.

Top text/photo: allaboutbirds.org
Tom Koerner/USFWS
Lower: (photo provided by speakers)

For information about this program contact Teresa at 815-238-3963

CALENDAR CONSIDERATIONS
September 27 - Community dialogue on clean
energy. from 5:30 pm-7:30 pm at the Freeport
Public Library. See page 5 for details.

gloves, water, snacks and guidance provided.
We’ll be working primarily on Multi-flora Rose
and honeysuckle.

October 2 – Program at 7:00 p.m. at St. John
United Church of Christ, 1010 Park Blvd. See page
1 for details

Carpool from the east Staples lot in Freeport at
12:15. The preserve is about 2 miles south of Leaf
River on the west side of Leaf River Rd. (S. Main
St. crosses HWY 72 in Leaf River and becomes Leaf
River Rd.). If weather is questionable call Mary at
815-938-3204.

October 5 – Birdseed order form is due. Contact
Tim Smith at 815-835-5109 for details.
October 10 – NIAS Preserves Reflections and
Potluck Lunch for Elkhorn Creek and Silver Creek
preserves volunteers at 10:30 a.m. We’ll gather at
the home of Randy and Nancy Ocken (815-4405768), 3445 N. Union Rd., Polo. Bring a dish to
pass; beverages and table service will be provided.
We’ll discuss 2018 preserves stewardship and
consider ideas for 2019 before we have lunch.
All preserves volunteers from stewardship or
educational activities are welcome to participate.
Carpool from the east Staples lot in Freeport at
10:00 a.m. or call Ockens for directions. Please
RSVP to Ockens if you plan to attend. 2019 will
be the 20th anniversary of our Elkhorn Creek
acquisition. Bring ideas for activities to celebrate
this milestone.
October 13 - 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Autumn
Happenings Walk at Oakdale Nature Preserve
October 14 - Prairie Seed Collecting at our Silver
Creek Biodiversity Preserve, 2-4 p.m. Tools, water,
snacks and guidance provided.
Carpool from the east Staples lot in Freeport at
1:15. The preserve is about 2 miles south of Leaf
River on the west side of Leaf River Rd. (S. Main
St. crosses HWY 72 in Leaf River and becomes Leaf
River Rd.). If weather is questionable call Mary at
815-938-3204.
October 16 - 7:00 – 9:00 p.m., “Talking About the
Issues” discussion session at the home of Richard
Benning, 704 N Davis Street in Davis (815-8655279).
The topic for the first hour will be announced at the
October 2nd general membership meeting. The
second hour will be the customary discussion of
whatever issues are brought forth by participants.
All are welcome to attend this issues discussion.
Carpool from the Staples parking lot in Freeport at
6:30 or call Richard for directions.
October 18 and 19 – NIAS annual Bird Seed Sale,
deliveries and Freeport pickups.
October 20 – NIAS annual Bird Seed Sale,
Stockton, Forreston, Dakota and Davis pickups.
October 22 – Stewardship session at our Silver
Creek Biodiversity Preserve, 1-3 p.m. Tools,
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October 24 – Full Moon Last Campfire of 2018,
Elkhorn Creek Biodiversity Preserve. Prairie stroll
at 5:30 p.m., with the campfire to follow at 6:00.
S’mores and water will be provided. Bring a lawn
chair and flashlight.
Carpool from the east Staples lot in Freeport at 5:00.
The preserve is located about 3 miles southwest of
Forreston in the southwest corner of West Grove and
Freeport Rds. The parking lot is off of West Grove
Rd. If weather is questionable call Mary at 815-9383204.
October 26 – Saw-whet Owl Banding Field Trip to
Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, 6 p.m. to midnight.
For details see page 3
October 28 – Bedrock Geology of NW Illinois:
Castle Rock – Freeport, 12:15 p.m.– late afternoon.
See page 3 for details
October 30 – Stewardship session at our Elkhorn
Creek Biodiversity Preserve, 1-3 p.m. Tools,
gloves, water, snacks and guidance provided. We’ll
be working primarily on Multi-flora Rose and
honeysuckle.
Carpool from the east Staples lot in Freeport at 12:30.
The preserve is located about 3 miles southwest of
Forreston in the southwest corner of West Grove and
Freeport Rds. The parking lot is off of West Grove
Rd. If weather is questionable call Mary at 815-9383204.
November 3 – Audubon Council of Illinois (ACI)
meeting, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Stillman Nature
Center near Barrington. For agenda and carpool
information contact Mary at 815-938-3204. ACI is
a coalition of National Audubon Society chapters
in Illinois.
November 4 – “Talking About the Issues” monthly
discussion session, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the home
of Mary Blackmore, 9024 W. West Grove Rd.,
Forreston (815-938-3204). The first hour topic
will be a philosophical focus on the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). In this 50th anniversary year of
the publication of ecologist Garrett Hardin’s essay
“The Tragedy of the Commons,” we’ll explore how
various decision rules and prolonged short-funding
of the ESA are affecting endangered species and the
“commons” which we all share and rely upon. For a
copy of the topic article contact Mary.

November 7 – Stewardship Session at our Elkhorn
Creek Biodiversity Preserve, 1-3 p.m. Tools,
gloves, water, snacks and guidance provided.
We’ll be working primarily on Multi-flora Rose
and honeysuckle.
Carpool from the east Staples lot in Freeport
at 12:30. The preserve is located about 3 miles
southwest of Forreston in the southwest corner of
West Grove and Freeport Rds. The parking lot is off
of West Grove Rd. If weather is questionable call
Mary at 815-938-3204.
November 5 – NOTE THE DATE CHANGE TO
MONDAY DUE TO THE NOV 6th ELECTION
Programming at 7:00 p.m. at St. John United
Church of Christ, 1010 Park Blvd. See page 1 for
details
November 8 – Prairie Seed Processing at the
Nienhuis Deluxe Heated Shed! Both processing
events this year will be in the morning. Join us
from 9-11:30 a.m. for a fun morning as we process
our seed collection in preparation from planting.
No experience is necessary and refreshments
will be provided. Seed processing is sort of
like a botanical quilting bee with lots of good
conversation.
Anita and John live at 3350 S. Mill Grove Rd., Pearl
City, about 8 miles west of Freeport. Carpool from
the east Staples lot in Freeport at 8:30 or call Anita
for directions at 815-443-2401.
November 10 - Migrating Waterfowl on the
Mississippi, 8:00 a.m. – mid-afternoon. For
details see page 3
November 13 - Conservation Committee meeting
6:00 p.m. at St. John’s UCC - Freeport.
November 13 - NIAS board meeting 7:00 p.m.
at St. John’s UCC - Freeport.
November 15 – Migrating Sandhill Cranes and
Waterfowl , 8:00 a.m. – early afternoon. For
details see page 3
November 16 – Prairie Seed Processing and
Potluck Lunch, 9 a.m. Details same as November
8 except bring a dish to pass and table service for
lunch after our work.
November 19 – Stewardship session at our Silver
Creek Biodiversity Preserve, 1-3 p.m. Tools,
gloves, water, snacks and guidance provided.
We’ll be working primarily on Multi-flora Rose
and honeysuckle.
Anita and John live at 3350 S. Mill Grove Rd., Pearl
City, about 8 miles west of Freeport. Carpool from
the east Staples lot in Freeport at 12:30 or call Anita
for directions at 815-443-2401.

FIELD TRIPS OCTOBER - NOVEMBER
Autumn Happenings Walk
at Oakdale Nature Preserve
Saturday, October 13th, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Here is your chance to visit a beautiful location at a colorful time of year.
While there is no guarantee when the fall colors will be at their splendor,
there are always many other things to observe. There will be activities for
families or individuals to participate in at certain locations during the walk.
Meet at the main parking lot at Oakdale and dress for the weather. If you
have any questions about this event, or if the weather is uncertain, call Richard
Benning at 815-865-5279.

Saw-whet Owl Banding at
Sand Bluff Bird Observatory
Friday, October 26th, 6:00 p.m to midnight

(Bedrock Geology of NW Illinois continued )

changing environments as sea level gradually rose during this period. We’ll
be traveling back in time, but will also be able to experience the lovely
landscapes of NW Illinois, beginning with Castle Rock State Park. We’ll
start at the Castle Rock Scenic overlook, located along the Rock River about
a mile south of the main Park entrance on U.S. 2. You have the option of
carpooling from the Staples parking lot or meeting at the park at 1:00. If you
have not been there before, the view from the overlook at the Park is worth
the trip! We will then travel to a quarry near the Elkhorn Creek preserve
to look at the Platteville Dolostone and will finish near Freeport between 4
and 5:00.
Carpool from the Staples Parking lot at 12:15 or meet at Castle Rock State Park
at 1:00. Please confirm your attendance by contacting Laura Dufford.

Migrating Waterfowl on the Mississippi

Carpool from the east Staples lot
in Freeport at 6 p.m. sharp.
Register by calling Mary Blackmore at 815-938-3204

Saturday, November 10th, 8:00 a.m. – mid-afternoon,

While we occupy the southern edge of the diminutive (O.K., really cute)
Saw-whet Owl’s breeding range, they are seldom observed in the summer.
They become much more numerous in our area during fall migration as
northerly birds head to the southern U.S. It is during this time that Saw-whet
Owl banding occurs at Sand Bluff, with the birds being drawn to the nets by
an audio-lure.

We’ll start the morning at Spring Lake Wildlife Area south of Savanna
to view migrating waterfowl. There should be ducks arriving from their
northern nesting grounds, and hopefully Tundra Swans will have made their
way south. We’ll make several stops along the river for additional viewings
ending up with lunch at Dusty’s in Thomson. After lunch, we’ll venture
down to Lock & Dam 13 for further waterfowl observations.

Join us for this exciting evening as we first observe and learn about species
caught on the last daylight net run, and then immerse ourselves in all
things Saw-whet, including net runs. Of course a captured owl cannot be
guaranteed, but we have high hopes! Dress for the weather and mosquitoes.
Bring insect repellant and a flashlight and wear sturdy shoes.

Carpool from the Forreston City lot at 8:00 a.m., or meet at Spring Lake
location at 9:00. Please let Anne know if you are planning to attend this trip.

This trip is limited to 20 people, with a registration deadline of October
22. To register call Mary at the above number. The banding station requests
that any children who participate be a least 10 years old due to the lateness
of the hour. Also because of the late hour, carpool drivers already have been
secured.
This trip is made possible by donations to our chapter in memory
of Lauren Frederick and Joanne Styles.

Bedrock Geology of NW Illinois:
Castle Rock - Freeport
Sunday, October 28th, 12:15 p.m. – late afternoon
Leader – Steve Simpson
Trip Coordinator – Laura Dufford 815-947-2720, lauradufford@gmail.com
Most Audubon trips tend to be in the morning, but since rocks show the
same level of activity in the afternoon as they do any other time of day, we
thought we’d avoid the morning chill of late October and do this outing after
lunch. On this trip, retired HCC Geology Instructor Steve Simpson, will
show us three rock layers that are exposed in our part of the state: The St.
Peter Sandstone, the Platteville Dolostone, and the Galena Dolostone. All
three were deposited during the Late Ordovician period, 460 – 445 million
years ago, but the different rock types and fossils of each layer reflect

Lunch at Dusty’s in Thomson
Leader: Anne Straight, Phone – 815-938-3263

Migrating Sandhill Cranes and Waterfowl
Thursday, November 15th, 8:00 a.m. – early afternoon
Trip leader: Laura Dufford 815-947-2720, lauradufford@gmail.com
Lunch will be at Stonewall Café in Pecatonica
Migrating Sandhill Cranes travel through Northeast IL by the hundreds in
late fall. With any luck, we will be able to observe large numbers of cranes
and other migrating waterfowl at two different wetlands on this trip. We’ll
first stop at the Nygren Wetland overlook near Rockton, IL. After viewing
at Nygren we’ll head to Ferguson Wetland near Shirland. Both these
properties are owned by Natural Land Institute and offer good opportunities
for observing cranes and migrating ducks. We’ll eat lunch at Stonewall Café
in Pecatonica on our way back to Freeport.
Carpool from Staples parking in Freeport at 8:00 a.m. Please call or email
Laura Dufford to confirm your attendance.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Jeffrey Shriver – Freeport
Timm Clancy – Freeport
Amy Bauer – Stockton
Grant Afflerbaugh – Oregon
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NIAS PRESIDENT’S
TWEET
On August 4, the latest group of board members
met at Lynn and Sandy Feaver’s residence for
a board retreat (see photo on page 6). During
the six hours, we learned, we discussed, we
brainstormed, we ate, and we planned! We had
a great discussion on the history of our prairies,
how we acquire new land, how we manage our
funds, and what we could do for the coming
year. We developed creative new ideas for our
education focus, especially with getting people
outdoors and celebrating Audubon’s Year of the
Bird. We also talked about our conservation
focus, setting the sights on renewable energy
and the continuing battle with plastic use. As
you continue to be a part of NIAS, we hope
that we continue to educate and entertain you
with our monthly programs and inspire you to
live a sustainable lifestyle. I hope that you can
spread what you have learned from us to other
individuals in the community.

SPRING BIRDING AT BIG BEND
NATIONAL PARK, APRIL 14 –23
Our chapter’s extended spring birding trip
for 2019 is scheduled for April 14-23 to
Big Bend National Park is west Texas. Big
Bend is home to an amazing diversity of
birdlife drawn to the park’s three distinct
ecosystems: the riparian areas of the Rio
Grande River, the Chihuahuan Desert and
the Chisos Mountains. Multiple birding
opportunities will be offered in each
environment, including several mountain
hikes. We hope to see both migrant and
resident birds such as Varied Bunting,
Greater Roadrunner, Scaled Quail,
Black-chinned Sparrow, Blue-throated
Hummingbird, and if we’re lucky, the
Colima Warbler, a species whose only U.S.
nesting area is in Big Bend.

Roadrunner,
by NPS/Hannah Schwalbe

We’ll also be able to do some birding enroute at the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve in Kansas, as
well as Buffalo Lake National Wildlife Refuge and Palo Duro Canyon State Park, both in the Texas
panhandle. Trip leaders are Richard Benning, Mary Blackmore and Laura Dufford.

Enjoy your fall!

Travel will be by a rented van and lodging will be
in motels, double occupancy. The trip fee includes
transportation, lodging, all lunches, most breakfasts
and park fees. This per person fee will be $800-965,
depending upon the number of participants.

Juliet Moderow
201-233-0946
nwilaudubon@gmail.com

Registration begins at 8 a.m. on Wednesday,
October 17. To register call Laura Dufford at 815947-2720. A $150 deposit is required following
registration. As with previous trips, space is
limited to 11 participants.
Pyrrhuloxia (Desert Cardinal)
by Dan Barron

Information sheets with further details are available
at monthly meetings or upon request. Direct questions
to Laura at 815-947-2720 or Mary at 815-938-3204.

FALL PRAIRIE SEED COLLECTING
It’s not too late to help with prairie seed collecting!
With the exception of the scheduled seed collecting days, September
16 and October 14 (see calendar), we will also collect on short notice
as weather permits.
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To get on the contact list, e-mail Nancy at rnocken@gmail.com
or call Mary at 815-938-3204. When contacted, join us if you are
available, or if not, we will catch you another time. No experience?
No problem! Seed collecting is an easy, leisurely task. Novices are
welcome. There will always be a leader to point out which plants to
pick seed from. Water, snacks and equipment will be provided. Wear
long pants and long sleeves. It’s a fun way to spend a couple of hours
on nice fall afternoons. We hope you can join us!

Sarah Arnold and Mary Blackmore collecting Lead Plant seed in early-August.
photo by Dan Barron

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE NEWS
Good News! Over 75 large and mid-size cities
across the U.S. have committed to transitioning
to 100% renewable energy, participating in
the Sierra Club’s Ready for 100 campaign.
Northwest Illinois Audubon is continuing to
partner with the Illinois Sierra Club on this
campaign. Caroline Wooten, one of the lead
organizers for RF100 in Illinois, will be speaking
on the subject of renewable energy at one of our
general meetings early in 2019.

Also, check out ComEd’s website (www.ComEd.
com) for other ways to save, including peak time
savings and AC cycling, among others. During
a recent hot spell, I saved $4.00 on my electric
bill (enough for a soy latte!) through peak time
savings. When you sign up for peak time savings,
CommEd notifies you via phone or email to
request that you reduce energy use during times
of high demand, but there’s no penalty if you
don’t participate on any particular occasion.

Reminder – if you’re a Commonwealth Edison
customer and haven’t yet signed up for a FREE
energy assessment, be sure to do so. Call 1-855433-2700 to schedule.

Looking for ways to get plastic out
of your life? Try these tips:

Homeowners can reduce energy use with FREE
installation of the following FREE products:
•
•
•
•

ENERGY STAR® certified LEDs
Programmable thermostats
WaterSense® certified showerheads
WaterSense certified faucet aerators for
bathrooms and kitchens
• Hot water pipe insulation
• Advanced power strips*
* Advanced power strips are also available
for free to eligible customers but will not be installed.

Skip bottled water. Get a glass or stainless steel
water bottle and use plain tap water. If taste
is an issue, try a Kishu charcoal water filter Kishu charcoal is made in Japan by artisans
using traditional methods and handmade
kilns. It’s a completely plastic-free water filter
made from sustainably harvested oak branches.
The packaging is recycled paper stock and a
compostable clear sleeve made from wood pulp.
(Order from kishucharcoal.com)
Invest in reusable shopping bags, including
string bags for produce. Take your own glass
containers for deli items. Leave the bags in the

TIME TO PLUG-IN

it will scan for available charging stations, and
recommend where to charge. If a town does not
have charge stations, they will be bypassed.

There was something new at this year’s Cruise
Night; a Tesla Model X. What was missing... an
EV Charge Station. Without Freeport having
one, only the super-range EV’s can visit us.

As for where Freeport needs EV Charging; not at
the Welcome Center. Rather, right downtown, in
the City Parking Lot, across from the Post Office
and next to the downtown business map. If they
want a 30 minute charge to assure room to spare

By Joseph Appell

Let’s look at the area. There is not a
charge station after Rockford until
you get to Galena IL. That is around
86 miles, which is the absolute maximum range of a first generation Leaf,
with optimum weather conditions,
and assuming a full charge. Nor is
there a station North of us until Madison WI.

car so you won’t forget them. (We still have some
NIAS shopping bags available for purchase)
Use bar soap instead of liquid soap. To make
the soap last longer, try a nifty gadget called
Soapstandle that attaches to the soap and allows
it to dry between use. (Soapstandle.com)
Candy Colby
Conservation Committee Chair

Community Dialogue
on Clean Energy
Thursday Sept. 27, 5:30 to 7:30 PM
at the Freeport Public Library, 100 E. Douglas St.
Co-sponsored with the Sierra Club. Caroline
Wooten from the Illinois Sierra club will lead a
discussion on how Freeport and the surrounding
areas can benefit from the clean energy economy.
Dinner will be provided.
Please RSVP with caroline.wooten@sierraclub.org

on their trip, there are places to stop for coffee.
Etc. For an hour charge, there are many places
for a meal. If they want a 2+ hour charge, there
are 10 movies to choose from. And let’s not forget what Chicago drivers on the way to Galena
love; antiques! And, we have many unique shops.
What is stopping us right now is money. Lowell
Crow (who is doing an excellent job at getting
money-saving solar to our community) and I could not find any grants.
I even drove to Springfield to get my
“3 minutes” in front of the IEPA, but
they are intent on using the VW diesel
settlement money on more diesel buses, not electric busses or EV Charging
Stations.
For now, be aware of this growing opportunity, and the fact that Freeport
may have to spend some money to
make some money.

I know two Leaf drivers in Rockford
who turn down events in our area
because they know they would not
be able to make it all the way back to
Rockford. The same with someone in
Galena who owns a Leaf.
Now let’s look at how an EV works.
Based on your destination, your remaining charge, and your usage rate,

Electric Vehicle Charging Station, La Farge WI, by Dan Barron
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REAL

Every Vote
Counts

WE WANT
RECYCLING!

by Mary Blackmore

According to the Ogle County Solid Waste
Management
Department
(OCSWMD),
successful waste recycling is becoming
increasingly difficult. The department cited two
primary obstacles:
1) China’s refusal to accept most shipments of
recyclables (primarily plastics and paper) due to
tariffs, and
2) local contamination of large quantities of
recyclables.
While we household recyclers will be hard
pressed to affect the former, we certainly can
do our part to make recycling loads clean.
Remember, contaminated loads go to the landfill.
Here are a few reminders about how to avoid
contaminating your recyclables:

DO PUT INTO A RECYCLING BIN:

• Rinsed out steel, aluminum, glass and plastic
(#1-5 &7) containers,
• Clean (i.e. no grease, food residues, etc.)
cardboard and paper (newsprint, paperboard
boxes, junk mail, magazines, catalogs, office
paper, file folders)

August 4th NIAS Board
Retreat, held at the home of
Lynn and Sandy Feaver
photo by Sandy Feaver
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Note: Be sure to flatten cardboard and large plastic
containers. This saves space and lowers costs.

DON’T PUT INTO A RECYCLING BIN:

• Styrofoam,
• Paper plates or cups, or other paper products
with a thin plastic lining such as paper ice
cream cartons,
• Plastic bags,
• Broken glass or tempered glass such as
canning jars or window panes,
• Pieces of wire, including coat hangers, and
• Shredded paper (most banks have a “Shred
Day” take your items there to be shredded).
When in doubt put the item into your trashcan
because if your guess is wrong, the entire
truckload is going to the big trashcan, the landfill.
Better yet call the OCSWMD at 815-732-4020,
even if you live outside of Ogle county, to ask if a
specific item is recyclable.
We don’t want the illusion of recycling; we
want real recycling.

We Can’t,
But You Can!
Due to our chapter’s 501(c)(3) nonprofit IRS status, we are prohibited
from engaging in election year
activities. This includes, but is not
limited to, endorsing candidates,
participating in and donating
to campaigns, and publishing
candidate opinion pieces in this
newsletter.
While our chapter cannot participate
in those types of activities, our
members as individuals certainly
may do so. We encourage you to
include environmental issues, such
as climate change, in your decision
process as you vote for the candidates
of your choice on November 6.

Would you like to join Audubon as a NEW Member
or give a GIFT membership?
Two types of membership are available:
1. Northwest Illinois Audubon Society and National Membership
includes this local newsletter, local mailings and the national “Audubon” magazine.
____ National Membership $20
All renewals for national memberships need to use the national membership form.

2. Northwest Illinois Audubon Society Local only Membership
includes this newsletter and other mailings from our local chapter. ____ Local Only $15
Name of new member or gift recipient ___________________________________________
Phone_________________________ Email____________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip Code _____________
If this is a gift membership, please indicate the name of the person providing the gift membership:

Name ________________________________________________________________

Make check payable to NORTHWEST ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to:
Treasurer, Northwest Illinois Audubon Society, P.O. Box 771, Freeport, IL 61032

BOARD MEMBERS
President | Juliet Moderow
Vice President | Fred Redmore
Secretary | Lynn Feaver
Treasurer | Mary Blackmore
Past President | Rex Sides
At-large | Linda Black, Mark Keister,
Henry Simpson, Pam Richard,
Jim Richards and Shey Lowman

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Conservation | Candy Colby
Programs | Teresa Smith
Education | Richard Benning
Publicity | Deb Lischwe
Membership | Gay Broocks
Field Trips | Laura Dufford
Sustainable Agriculture
Richard Benning, Mary Blackmore,
Laura Dufford and Heidi Thorp
Newsletter Editor | Dan Barron
2115 15th Pl. So. - La Crosse WI 54601
815-541-3261 - dan@beewise.us

nwilaudubon@gmail.com

THANK YOU!
Molly Doolittle for her recent donation.
Butterfly Festival volunteers who helped with set-up, clean-up,
refreshments, butterfly tours, hospitality, equipment loans and
catching butterflies: Tim and Teresa Smith, Anne Straight, Mary
Blackmore, Merry Blake, Chris Kruger, Richard Benning, John
Walt, Dave Derwent, Pam Richards, Harlan and Judy Corrie,
Carol Redmore and Kara Gallup. Participants observed 12
butterfly species that day including a species new to the preserve,
an American Snout.
Recent field trip leaders and coordinators: Laura Dufford, Richard
Benning, Don Miller, John and Cindy McKee, Tom Arnold, Drew
Groezinger, Dan Metzger and Teresa Smith.
Prairie stewardship volunteers from July 3-August 14: Anne
Straight, Mary Blackmore, Randy and Nancy Ocken, Judy and
Harlan Corrie, Jim and Pam Richards, Paul Brown, Becky
Janopoulos, Bernard and Deb Lischwe, Teresa Smith, Larry
Seffrood, John and Anita Nienhuis, Fred and Carol Redmore,
Lynn and Sandy Feaver, Kara Gallup, Juliet Moderow, Jeremy,
Leah, Mason and Wyatt Dixon, and Kayse Rushford.

Alice Akins for her delicious deluxe breakfast and terrific
hospitality for Elkhorn Creek volunteers after their July 9
stewardship session. It was great, Alice!
Jim Richards for chainsawing and removing downed trees from
trails at our Silver Creek preserve.
Lynn and Sandy Feaver for their wonderful breakfast and
hospitality during the August 4 board retreat at their home.
Volunteers who provided snacks for our summer stewardship
sessions: Mary Blackmore, Nancy Ocken, Anne Straight, Juliet
Moderow, Kara Gallup, Pam Richards, Anita Nienhuis, Sandy
Feaver, Leah Dixon, Deb Lischwe and Judy Corrie.
Dave Derwent for his countless hours of independent work on the
Freeport Prairie Nature Preserve.
Prairie seed collectors through August 22: Dan Barron, Sarah
Arnold, Mary Blackmore, Paul Brown and Bernard Lischwe.
Debbie and Jack Barron of Freeport Press, for donating color
printing of this newsletter.
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ADDRESSES/EMAILS OF YOUR LEGISLATORS

Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121 • State House Switchboard (217) 782-2000
When using the state switchboard simply ask to be connected to the legislators office.
When using the capitol switchboard follow the series of prompts.

FEDERAL
Senator Richard Durbin

STATE
45th District Sen. Tim Bivins

Kluczynski Building 38th Floor
230 S. Dearborn, Chicago, IL 60604
www.durbin.senate.gov/contact.cfm

50 W. Douglas Street, Suite 1001, Freeport, IL 61032
senatorbivins@grics.net

Senator Tammy Duckworth

1825 Ave of the Cities - Suite 1, Moline, IL 61265
senatorneilanderson.com/Contact

230 S Dearborn Suite 3900, Chicago, IL 60604
Phone: 312-886-3506
www.duckworth.senate.gov

36th District Sen. Neil Anderson

89th District Rep. Brian Stewart

16th District Rep. Adam Kinzinger

50 W. Douglas Street, Suite 1001, Freeport, IL 61032
repstewart@gmail.com

17th District Rep. Cheri Bustos

1221 Currency Street, Suite B, Rochelle, IL 61068
rep@tomdemmer.com

628 Columbus Street, Suite 507, Ottawa, IL 61350
https://kinzingerforms.house.gov/email-adam/
100 19th Street, Suite 101, Rock Island, IL 61201
http://bustos.house.gov/contact

90th District Rep. Tom Demmer
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