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June-July 2010 Newsletter 

www.nwilaudubon.org 

Northwest Illinois Audubon Society 
A chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Calendar Considerations 

June 1—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 8-10 a.m. See page 

3  for details. 

June 4—Prairie Work Session, Freeport Prairie, 6-8 a.m. See 

page 3 for details. 

June 7—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 6-8 a.m. See page 

3 for details. 

June 9—”Talking About the Issues” monthly discussion session 

at Judy and Harlan Corrie’s home in Cedarville (815-563-4932),    

7-9 p.m. Everyone is welcome at these informal discussions of 

various environmental issues.  Carpool from the Staples lot in 

Freeport at 6:30 or call Corries for directions. 

June 12—Quarterly Audubon Council of Illinois (ACI) meeting in 

the Quad Cities, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. For agenda and carpool informa-

tion, contact Blackmores at 815-938-3204. 

June 13—Dot Wade Memorial Service at Nachusa Grasslands.  

See page 2 for details. 

June 14—Firefly Campfire at Elkhorn Creek Biodiversity Pre-

serve.  At 7 p.m. we’ll take a leisurely stroll to observe blooming 

plants and resident birds.  The campfire will begin at 8 p.m.  

S’mores and water will be provided.  Bring a lawn chair and flash-

light.  Carpool from the Staples lot just off of HWY 26 in Freeport 

at 6:30 p.m.  For directions see page 3.  

June 17—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 6-8 a.m. See page 

3  for details. 

June 19—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 8-10 a.m. See 

page 3 for details. 

June 24—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 6-8 a.m. See 

page 3 for details. 

June 24—The Conservation Committee and all other interested 

individuals will meet at Amigos Restaurant, 306 N. Galena Ave. 

in downtown Freeport at 5:30 p.m.  Join us for fine food and a 

stimulating discussion.  We wrap it up before 7:30. 

 

June 26—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 8-10 a.m. See 

page 3 for details. 

June 28—Prairie Work Session, Freeport Prairie, 6-8 a.m. See 

page 3 for details. 

July 1—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 6-8 a.m. See page 3 

for details. 

July 6—”Talking About the Issues” monthly discussion session 

at Carol and Fred Redmore’s, 1643 Hilltop Place, Freeport (815-

233-9105), 7-9 p.m. Everyone is welcome at these informal discus-

sions of various environmental issues.  Turn east at the stoplight 

by Cub Foods onto Young’s Lane.  Go about 1/2 block and turn 

right onto Hilltop Place.  Redmores are the last place on the left 

before you get to the apartment building.  

July 7—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 6-8 a.m. See page 3 

for details. 

July 12—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 6-8 a.m. See page 

3 for details. 

July 16 & 17—NIAS board meeting and annual board retreat.  

Details will be sent to all board members. 

July 20—Prairie Work Session, Elkhorn Creek, 8-10 a.m.  See 

page 3 for details. 

July 24—Almost-a-Full-Moon Campfire at Elkhorn Creek Biodi-

versity Preserve.   Details same as June 14. 

July 27—Prairie Work Day, Elkhorn Creek, 6-8 a.m.  See page 3 

for details. 

July 29—The Conservation Committee meets at Amigo’s, 5:30 

p.m.  Details same as June 24. 

July 31—Butterfly Festival at the Elkhorn Creek  Biodiversity 

Preserve, 1-5 p.m.  Join us for this great family activity! Details 

on page 2.  

 
The public is welcome at all chapter activities! 
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TOWARD A COOLER PLANET 

This is the 18th in a series of articles looking at the many 

things that each of us can do to help with global warming. 

Let It All Hang Out!  

Clothes, that is.  Since the drying of clothes is a major con-

sumer of energy, it is also a major contributor to our car-

bon footprints. For the average household, use of an elec-

tric dryer contributes about 1300 lbs. of carbon dioxide/

year, while a gas dryer adds about 650 lbs./year.  This sug-

gests that drying clothes in this way contributes some 110 

lbs. or 55 lbs. respectively each month to the atmosphere. 

Some hardy souls hang their clothes out year-round.  Hats 

are off to them!  For the rest, as soon as the dust settles 

from spring fieldwork, it’s time to hang those clothes out 

and let Mother Nature do her work.  Smells great, feels 

good!  In the process, by fall when the conditions drive 

most folks indoors, carbon footprints will be a size 

smaller.                                                         -Keith Blackmore 

DOT WADE MEMORIAL SERVICE TO BE 

HELD JUNE 13 

A memorial service for Dot Wade, co-founder and char-

ter member of the Prairie Preservation Society of Ogle 

County, will be held beginning at noon on Sunday, June 

13 at Nachusa Grasslands.  Dot passed away on January 

27 at the home of her son, Alan, near Winona, Minne-

sota where she had lived since the fall of 2004.  She 

was 95.   

In addition to being an outstanding botanist, Dot and 

her husband Doug made many significant contributions 

to the conservation/preservation movement.  Also, Dot 

established the first prairie nursery in Illinois. 

The service will include tributes, a potluck lunch, a hike 

to Dot’s Knob ( a very high quality prairie remnant at 

Nachusa) and more.  For further details, contact Sonia 

Vogl at Sonia@essex1.com or Keith Blackmore at 815-

938-3204.  

 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: 

● David and Wendy NiehuisðForreston 

● Kriss MulderðGerman Valley 

● Willem and Claudia DijstelbergenðLeaf 

River 

● Marlin and Joan WinselðFreeport 

● Darrell and Janet FridayðByron 

● Melvin and Santos PearsonðStockton 

● Kathy KentðNaperville 

We encourage new members to join us 

for fieldtrips and programs!  

ELKHORN CREEK BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL         

JULY 31 

Join us for a fun, informative afternoon as we explore the Elkhorn 

Creek Biodiversity Preserve for the many butterflies that are found 

there.  7ÅȭÒÅ ÅØÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÉÎÖÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ-friendly 

event to the members of the JoDaviess Conservation Foundation and 

the Severson Dells Nature Center. 

From 1-5 p.m., we’ll be looking for Meadow Fritillary, Monarch, Com-

mon Wood Nymph, Buckeye, Milbert’s Tortoiseshell and many 

more.  Butterfly I.D. excursions will depart from the parking lot on 

the hour starting at 1:00 p.m.  Free “Butterflies and Moths” pocket 

guides will be distributed at no charge while supplies last.  Other 

information about butterflies also will be available to participants.  

In addition, we’ll have available a shady rest area with chairs, rest-

room, water and snacks.  If weather is questionable, call Blackmores 

at 815-938-3204 before noon on July 31st.  The Festival is being co-

sponsored by the Prairie Preservation Society of Ogle County. 

The Preserve is located about 3 miles southwest of Forreston in the 

southeast corner of West Grove and Freeport Rds.  Parking is off of 

West Grove Road.  
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SUMMER PRAIRIE STEWARDSHIP ACTIVITIES 

Please join us for one or more of the following work sessions scheduled below for either the Elkhorn Creek Biodiversity Pre-

serve or the Freeport Prairie Nature Preserve.  Depending upon the site or week, we will be doing a variety of tasks such as 

removing sweet clover, burdock and wild parsnip, cutting brush, girdling saplings or otherwise reducing the competition in 

our native prairie and wetland remnants. 

Times: Times vary so check the schedule.  Following the 

earlier scheduled sessions (6-8 a.m.), those interested will 

gather at a local restaurant for breakfast.  At the later ses-

sions (8-10 a.m.), a snack will be provided. 

You Supply: Wear long pants, long sleeves, a hat, and 

footwear that can get wet (earlier is dewier!).  Take insect 

repellant and sunscreen. 

We Supply: Tools, gloves, water and directions always will 

be provided. 

Carpooling: The carpool site is the east portion of the Sta-

ples parking lot in Freeport along HWY 26 on the south edge 

of town.  Departure times vary so check the schedule. 

Questions? If weather is questionable or you need further 

information, contact the leader listed below. 

Site Directions: Elkhorn Creek Biodiversity Preserve is 

about 3 miles southwest of Forreston in the southeast cor-

ner of West Grove and Freeport Rds. Parking is off of West 

Grove Rd.  The Freeport Prairie is just north of the Freeport 

Raceway on the south edge of Freeport just off of Walnut 

Rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 1—Elkhorn Creek, Black Oak Savanna, 8-10 a.m., car-

pool 7:30.  Leader: Alan Nowicki  815-235-6121, ext. 3462. 

June 4—Freeport Prairie, 6-8 a.m.  Leader: Mary Black-

more 815-938-3204. 

June 7—Elkhorn Creek, Sandy Slope, 6-8 a.m., carpool 

5:30.  Leaders: John and Anita Nienhuis 815-443-2401. 

June 17—Elkhorn Creek, Spiderwort Vista, 6-8 a.m., car-

pool 5:30.  Leader:  Anne Straight 815-938-3263. 

June 19—Elkhorn Creek, Elkhorn Riparian Strip, 8-10 a.m., 

carpool 7:30.  Leader: Jeremy Dixon 815-821-3921. 

June 24—Elkhorn Creek, Bluestem View, 6-8 a.m., carpool 

5:30.  Leader: Kara Gallup 815-871-8014. 

June 26—Elkhorn Creek, Blazing Star Saddles, 8-10 a.m., 

carpool 7:30. Leader: Chris Kruger 815-449-2019. 

June 28—Freeport Prairie, 6-8 a.m. Leader: Mary Black-

more 815-938-3204. 

July 1—Elkhorn Creek, Bluestem View, 6-8 a.m., carpool 

5:30. Leader: Kara Gallup 815-871-8014. 

July 7—Elkhorn Creek, Sandy Slope, 6-8 a.m., carpool 5:30. 

Leaders: John and Anita Nienhuis 815-443-2401. 

July 12—Elkhorn Creek, Goats ‘n Roses, 6-8 a.m., carpool 

5:30. Leader: Mary Blackmore 815-938-3204. 

July 20—Elkhorn Creek, Old Joe Seep, 8-10 a.m., carpool 

7:30.  Leaders: Randy and Nancy Ocken 815-938-3506. 
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RECORD TURNOUT FOR ANNUAL BANQUET 

Over 155 members and friends attended our chapter’s 29th annual banquet on April 14, where they learned about 

life in the Canadian Arctic, had fun bidding on a wide variety of silent auction items, and enjoyed a wonderful meal. 

A big thank-you goes to all who volunteered for auction set-up, flier mailing, registration acceptance, coffee sales, 

speaker contact, and many other tasks: Chris Kruger, Keith and Mary Blackmore, Judy Kurr, Norene Caliva, Richard 

Benning and Wendy Gibbons.  We’d also like to thank Mike Eickman and Eickman’s Processing Company in Seward 

for donating locker space to our chapter for storing the locally-raised turkeys and sweet corn that were the focus 

of the banquet meal. 

Additionally, we’d like to thank the many people who donated items to our silent auction which netted over $800:  

Wendell Kurr, Lyle Sykora, Grace Storch, Diane Phillips, Korey Phillips, Molly Doolittle, Virginia Thorn, Phil and Lona 

Kniskern, Jan Collier, Sally Schnell, John and Susan Walt, Chris Kruger, Joan Larson, Della Moen, Anne Straight, 

Shirlee Munda, Sharon and Gil Mitchell, Famous Fossil Winery (Ken and Pam Rosmann), Pat Knight, Marvin and 

Betty Thill, Millie Seefeldt, Karl Wiegand, Dave Derwent, Keith and Mary Blackmore, Peg Clark, Severson Dells, 

Northwest Illinois Audubon Society, Don and Sandy Tune, Dan Barron, Sharon Shaw, Tom and Chris Hartung, Gary 

Gordon, Mary Green, Vivian Maxson, Alice Akins and Jeremy Dixon. 

We’d also like to thank the individuals who made and donated those delightful desserts: Mary Blackmore, Pat 

Knight, Leah Dixon, Judy Corrie, Diana Nye, Anne Straight, Della Moen, Sharon Frost, Phyllis Seffrood, Alice Akins, 

Eve Wilczewski, Sonja Nielsen, Sally Schnell, Bonnie Bade, Violet Frederick, Terri Clark and Anita Nienhuis.  

 

 

Promising weather led to promising results.  The 2010 Crane Count morning was clear 

and mild with light winds, perfect conditions for detecting the presence of Sandhill 

Cranes.  We were richly rewarded! 

New records were set for each category to track: 30 volunteers, 14 sites, 12 pairs of cranes and 45 total cranes! 

Of course, counters see and hear lots of wildlife besides cranes.  Some highlights were: Pileated Woodpecker, 

Eastern Screech Owl, Barred Owl, Great-horned Owl, Bald Eagle, Pectoral Sandpiper, American Toad, Western 

Chorus Frog, and over 60 American White Pelicans just north of Ridott. 

Of our 14 sites in Stephenson County, one was along Rock Run Creek, five were adjacent to the Pecatonica 

River east of Freeport, and eight were in the wetlands of Richland Creek, from Orangeville to Freeport. 

Thanks go to our counters:  Glenn Hagemann, Gary Gordon, Luke Garard, Karla Toelke, Colleen Wilson, Sherrie 

Shoemaker, Korey Phillips, Diane Phillips, Keith Blackmore, Bill Long, Larry Seffrood, Dick Luthin, Allan 

Stearns, Tim Smith, Don Koesler, Teresa Smith, Sharon Shaw, Margaret Hoefer, Evelyn Keister, Judy Corrie, 

Bonnie Bade, Anne Straight, Terri Clark, John Walt, Sandy Toerber, Rhonda Kilker, Anita Nienhuis, Dan and 

Diana Nye, and County Coordinator Mary Blackmore.  Our count is part of the multi-state Annual Midwest 

Crane Count coordinated by the International Crane Foundation. 

2010 CRANE 

COUNT BREAKS 

ALL RECORDS! 
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THANK YOU TO... 

C Wendy Gibbons for serving as our chapter’s newsletter editor since May 2001! We deeply appreci-

ate   the time, effort and creativity that Wendy contributed in making our newsletter outstanding. 

C Kara Gallup for her willingness to serve as our new newsletter editor. 

C The 16 volunteers who helped with prescribed burns at the Elkhorn Creek Biodiversity Preserve this 

spring:  Anne Straight, Judy and Harlan Corrie, Dan and Diana Nye, Steve Simpson, Lucas Bradley, 

Kayse Rushford, Randy and Nancy Ocken, Mary and Keith Blackmore, John and Anita Nienhuis, Tim 

Smith and Lynn Feaver. 

C Tim Smith, Don Koesler, John and Anita Nienhuis, Anne Straight and Keith Blackmore for sowing 

prairie seeds at the Preserve in March. Brrrrrrrr. 

C Departing board members Chris Kruger, Carol Redmore, Norene Caliva, and Mary Blackmore  for 

their hard work and service to our chapter. 

C Richard Benning for doing a great job as President for the past two years! Richard will remain on 

the board for a year as President Emeritus. 

C New board members Judy Kurr, Dan Barron, Tony Grahame, Rick Weber and Eve Wilczewski for 

their willingness to serve. Welcome! 

2010 LOCAL FOODS BROCHURE AVAILABLE 

The Local Foods brochure that is published each year through a partnership 

between Northwest Illinois Audubon Society and the University of Illinois 

Extension-Stephenson County has been updated and is available on our 

web page, www.nwilaudubon.org. The brochure includes a listing of the 

vendors in our area that offer locally grown food items including fruit, 

vegetables, wine, cheese, honey, meat and more.  If you do not have inter-

net access and would like a copy of this brochure, you can contact Teresa 

Smith at 815-734-7554.  
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Yes, I would like to give a gift membership in the National Audubon Society/Northwest Illi-

nois Audubon Society to: 

Name: _______________________Address: _________________________________ 

School (if student): _______________           _________________________________ 

Gift card to: ___________________________________________________________ 

Name: _____________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Make check payable to NORTHWEST ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to:  

Treasurer, Northwest Illinois Audubon Society, P.O. Box 771, Freeport, IL 61032 

x Sorry, this discount does not apply to renewals 

Membership Type: 

   Individual  ___ ($20) 

   Student  ___ ($9) 

   Senior Citizen  ___ ($15) 

   Chapter only  ___ ($15) 

ADDRESSES OF YOUR LEGISLATORS 

Federal 

Senator Richard Durbin 

Kluczynski Building 38th Floor 

230 S. Dearborn 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

Senator Roland Burris 

523 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 50210 

 

(16th District) 

Rep. Don Manzullo 

415 S. Mulford Rd. 

Rockford, IL 61108 

 

(17th District) 

Rep. Phil Hare 

1535 47th Ave., Suite 5 

Moline, IL 61265   

 

 

State 

Sen. Tim Bivins 

State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 (45th District) 

 

Sen. Mike Jacobs 

State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 (36th District) 

 

Rep. Jim Sacia 

State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 (89th District) 

 

Rep. Jerry Mitchell 

State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 (90th District) 

 

Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121 

State House Switchboard (217) 782-2000 

(When using either switchboard, simply ask to be 
connected to the legislator’s office.) 

 

 

 

Board Members: 

President  
Lucas Bradley 

4205 Beach St. #203 
Rockford, IL 61108 

Home: (815) 238-7120 
 

Vice President—Lynn Feaver 

Secretary—Anita Nienhuis 

Treasurer—Judy Kurr 

At large—Steve Simpson, 
John Nienhuis, Pat Knight, 

Rick Weber, Tony Grahame, 
and Eve Wilczewski 

 
Committee Chairs: 

Conservation—Keith Black-
more 

Programs—TBA 

Education—Laura Dufford 

Publicity—Dan Barron 

Membership—Teresa Smith 

Field Trips—TBA 

Sustainable Agriculture—
Dick Benning, Mary Black-
more, Laura Dufford, Pam 
Rosmann, and Heidi Thorp 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

Kara Gallup 

752 SW 36th Ave. 

Boynton Beach, FL 33435 

(815) 871-8014 

karagallup@msn.com 
 

Regular Contributors 

Keith Blackmore 

Carol Redmore 
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